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the late Duke of Marlborough and was possessed of a large
fortune.

He left a large family, all of whom seem to have died
young, except William Richard and John. William
Richafti was betrothed to a daughter of Lord Ferrers,
but "at a dinner at his lordship's house previous to the
marriage ceremony, he was struck on the side by a
servant when removing a dish, of which blow he died,
an abscess having formed." Which of the two was
sober is not stated. His brother John, born 1703, then
became eldest soti, and, shortly after, only child. He
entered young Into the army, and served in Germany
as captain in the 2$rd Welch Fusiliers (then commanded
by his uncle, General Sabine), under William, Duke
of Cumberland. He afterwards became major in the
4th Infantry (then Barreli's), in which he served at the
battle of Culloden, 1746. This gallant swashbuckler
was a real credit to the family. In Scotland he man-
aged to "acquire some silver plate." One cup which
is in my possession he "captured " at Culloden, and
engraved that fact and his name upon it. Of him the
following is recorded in the Gentleman's Magazine of
January, 1743:

On Thursday, January 20, at one in the morning, Captain
John Wilson and Captain Skerret, of Ffotilkes* Regiment,
having- quarrelled in the street at Whitehall, were separated
by the sentinels, Captain Wilson having received a wound in
the cheek. On their coming into the Tilt-yard Coffee House
they drew again and Captain Wilson received another wound
in the shoulder, but ran Captain Skerret through tfte body
who died instantly and the other made his escape. Ttie